ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 22, 1984 


Mr. Jules Reiver 



Dear Jules: 


Your kindness in sending your publication on half-dime die varieties is most 
appreciated. In examining it, I realize how thoroughly scientific your die 
work is. Keep up your enthusiasm and devotion to numismatics. 

Your "#1 Numismatist" comment above your autograph is the only error I find 
in your pamphlet. 

I look forward to seeing you at the American coppers seminar. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 24, 1986 



Dear Jules: 


Enclosed, in German, is a photocopy of the 1884 book excerpt covering 
the description of the machinery in the Boulton installation at the 
Royal Mint, and prior thereto in the Boulton factory. It clearly shows 
the use of the collar and there is no reason why the U. S. Mint personnel 
would not have been completely familiar with the mechanism by about 
1820, or even earlier. I have asked Leslie Elam to have it translated, 
but perhaps you will be able to enjoy its pictures or text in its present 
form. As far as I know, this is the only detailed explanation of the 
early collar die mechanism. I hope it will be helpful to you. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Enel. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 16, 1987 


Mr. Jules Reiver 



Dear Jules: 

You were overqualified to be elected as a Fellow of American Numismatic 
Society. I congratulate you. May you keep up the fine work which is 
your trademark. 

Best wishes. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 




January 22, 1987 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil AVenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 

Thanks for the copies of the Schlosser article on the 
Boulton press. It certainly looks like a mechanical 
marvel. Years ago I designed machinery and wrote 
books on their assembly for duPont, and I can apprec¬ 
iate them. 


I haven’t found anyone to translate the german, but 
it looks like the ejection device works with a split 
collar arrangement. Boulton used a split collar. Re¬ 
member the "RENDER TO CESAR THE THINGS WHICH Are’ CE- 
SARS" on some of the Droz patterns. It worked well, 
because I have not seen any marks on a Boulton coin 

It will be fun to check into this further. 


Isn’t George Ewing doing some work on the Boulton 

n hh C 0 hl DKi e / y? w If I,/n sure that he is working with 

the ANS, and would have copies of this article. 

Tried to find some free time to come out your wav 
but, WJ -th our large family, haven't been able. It 
our kids must have vacations and cruises 
and SOMEONE has to take care of the grandchildren. It 

wf,,nhf PenS l V6 ' We Just had our six y ear old grand- 

nnrletV a „ COU ? Ie ° f >leel<s ’ and she cleaned my 

pockets with her backgammon. I have to pay her a 

nickel each time she beats me, and, on the rare times 
n ° mon T e y changes hands. She is the luckiest 
dice thrower I have ever seen. 

Thanks again for your thoughtfulness. 


Yours, 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 28, 1987 


Mr. Julius Reiver 

?ll0-4319 


Dear Jules: 


Following up your letter, I have written to George Ewing to see whether 
the translation of the Boulton machinery matter has been completed. 

I am fascinated by the split collar matter because I believe for the 
moment that Boulton must have used a solid collar for smooth edges. 

When I was at MIT for my 50th reunion, certain computer matters were 
explained to us. At the end the professor stated that if there is anything 
we did not understand to please ask our grandchildren. Therefore, your 
experience with your grandchild is standard. 


There must be some time in between babysitting you can wander out this 
way. 



ULIUS 




eiver 


Maxch 17, 1987 


Exic P. Neuman Numismatic. Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. LouiA, MO 63105 

Veax Exic, 

Hexe axe two copies oh the l/IM hoi easily quaxte xa. I’m not happy 
with the pictuxeA. The Arne pxintex did a much bettex job laAt 
time. Anyhow, it iA being well xeceived. 

Spent a week in Calihoxnia, attxibuting the nice gxoup oh Ailvex 
coinA Supexiox will auction in June. Then we went to Chaxlotte 
&ox the ANA Ahow. It woa nice to Aee evexyone. 

While Ahowing my quaxtex book to a dealex, he Aaid "What 1 xeally 
need iA a xeviAed copy oh Exic Newman 'a book on eaxly papex money 
0 ($ the United StateA." Vo you have Aomething in the woxkA? The 
dealex woa 

Tom Hannick 

316 Vixginia Stxeet 

Seattle, Washington 98101. 

Incidentally, He puxchaAed a &ew bookA, then Aent ho A Aome addi¬ 
tional copieA. 

Hope to Aee you Aoon. 


VOUXA, 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 



6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63205 


March 25, 1987 


Mr. Julius Reiver 



Dear Jules: 

How thoughtful of you to send me your new book on quarters with such 
a nice inscription. I even showed it to my wife. The second copy will 
be the working copy. 

The drawings are excellent, and the time involved in preparing it, I 
can well appreciate. Browning would be proud of you as long as your 
numismania did not make you become one of his patients in the institution 
he worked in. 

Please pay me the promised visit whenever you can plan it. 



Mos' 



Eric P./ej 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

September 1, 1987 


Mr. Jules Reiver 



Dear Jules: 


It was a pleasure to see you in Atlanta. I thank you for taking me into 
your confidence with respect to the 1794 dollar situation and, as I said, 

I have never been so shocked. This means that counterfeiting by dental 
laboratory techniques of ten years ago was applied to edges as well as 
faces and that a one piece ceramic breakable mold was used instead of 
two ceramic molds. It means that the positive image was of a plastic 
which could be burned away by heating the one piece plastic mold. 

I would like a picture of both sides of both coins if possible, as well 
as the portion of the edge where the deviation is. Naturally, I will 
not use this information without your approval. 

Walter Green was as shocked as I was and he mentioned in his numismatic 
theatre talk that he had seen superb counterfeits, but naturally mentioned 
no source or item. 

As you requested, I am enclosing three copies of offprints of the 1804 
matter and would appreciate one copy of each of your offprints. 

You owe me a visit and I am not 


jah 



Ends. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63205 


September 28, 1987 


Mr^ Jules Reive r 

SSWPfllio 


Dear Jules: 


Thank you for your interesting die variety commentary dated September 
12, 1987, and the nice words written on it. 

I missed you on Sunday at ANS when I brought my wife, but I assumed you 
made a one day tour. 

I heard your repeated threat about coming to see my early U. S. 25 Cent 
collection and I hope it is sincere. You can see whatever you wish when 
you come and your wife will have plenty to interest her. You should 
stay at our house. 

Among other things, I expect to give my 25 Cent collection to this foundation 
during this year and if you can classify it or even evaluate it for me 
that would be most helpful. 

We are going away on vacation from October 16 to November 12, 1987 and 
from January 3 to January 15, 1988. 

Evelyn joins me in sending our best. 



jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 2, 1988 



Dear Jules: 

I congratulate you on reaching the 1000 mark in accordance with the enclosed 
article. Variety must be the spice of life. 

With respect to your visit to St. Louis, I must tell you that I examined 
my quarters with another knowledgeable gentleman and find I do not have 
the quarters of Browning. Mine are all in much better condition than 
his. 

I look forward to the time when you can come here and want you to know 
I haven't forgotten your desire to come. Please try to plan it. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Enel. 



From The Desk of 

JULES REIVER 


APRIL 12, 1988 


DEAR ERIC, 

HERE ARE A COUPLE OF COPIES OF THE 
NEW VIM FOR REEDED EDGE HALF DOLLARS 
FOR YOU AND THE LIBRARY. 

IT IS A NOTHING SORT OF BOOK, BUT FILLS A 
GAP IN THE HALF DOLLAR SERIES. I'M NOT 
HAPPY WITH THE WAY THE PICTURES TURNED 
OUT, BUT THEY'RE NOT REALLY IMPORTANT. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON. 


YOURS, 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 15, 1988 


Mr. Jules Reiver 



Dear Jules: 


Thank you so much for sending me your publication on reeded edge half 
dollars. In spite of the cooperation of your grandchildren in operating 
the word processor, I suspect Jules himself did an enormous amount of 
tedious analysis to classify the detail on the coins of this wonderful 
period. 

It was particularly nice for you to give me a number as a numismatist 
and I hope that die cracks do not develop in either of us for a long 
time into the future. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 



From The Desk of 

JULES REIVER 

August 5, 1990 


Dear Eric, 

Just missed you in New York. I arrived at 
Stack's to find that you had left five minutes 
earlier. 

Larry brought the three Nova Constellatio Bits 
to Wilmington for testing, and let me photograph 
them. Here are copies of the pictures. 

Congratulations on your coin. It is beautiful. 

We won/t be going to ANA this year. I don't 
feel like traveling that far. 

I do hope to see you, tho. 


Yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 14, 1990 


Mr. Jules Reiver 



Dear Jules: 

The pictures of the three Nova Constellatio Bits are sensational and 
I thank you so much for sending them to me. 

Your reputation as the die variety expert of American coins keeps growing 
every day. Variety is the spice of life. 

What do I have to do to get you to come visit me? 



EPN:bv 



From The Desk of 

JULES REIVER 

November 12, 1990 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 

Please accept my apologies for not finding the 
pictures. I hope these are satisfaatory. The 
negatives are enclosed. 

Thanks a million for yout beautiful book. I'll 
have to catalog my Continental currency. 

Ill call you soon, and try to get together to 
photograph your dollars, and perhaps quarters. 


Yours, 




,■eiver 


August 24, 1991 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, * 

Iona and I really enjoyed our stay with you. Thanks to 
both you and Evelyn for your wonderful hospitality. 

Dave Rungren and I were quite impressed with your 
collection of Bust Quarters. It has to be the finest in 
existence. I hope that the pictures turn out well. 

Enclosed is the Thomas Elder paperweight filled with 
macerated money which I mentioned to you. I should like 
to donate it to your museum. I don't know how it could 
be displayed, because both the top and bottom should be 
seen. It does show another method of using macerated 
money. I hope that you like it. 

Hope to see you soon. 


Yours, 







POSSIBLE SPELLINGS OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

y. PENFILVANIA is y PENNFILVANIA \s 
■ y. PENFYLVANIA M y PENNFYLVANIA 'M. 

PENSILVANIA X PENNSILVANIA 2-5 

A PENSYLVANIA * PENNSYLVANIA 


X PENNIYLVANIA 


JULES REIVER 



November 16, 1993 


Dear Eric, 


It was nice to see you and Evelyn in New York. I enjoyed your talk on the 
origin of the dollar sign better than any of them. I learned more from your 
talk than all of the research I did on the same problem. 

Here are some snapshots taken of the Pennsylvania notes, with my usual 
poor results. I believe that there are 8 possibilities, and added the ninth, 
PENNIYLVANIA, later. I think that the "i" is really an "f' with the top 
missing, so there are really only 8 possibilities. 

There is no reverse picture of the ONE SHILLING note, PENNFILVANIA, 
because the note had been pasted to a blank sheet. 


The notes I have are: 

THREE PENCE 
FOUR PENCE 
SIX PENCE 
ONE SHILLING 
TWO SHILLINGS 
FOUR SHILLINGS 
FORTY SHILLINGS 


PENNIYLVANIA (see above) H'CJo. J- 
PENNFYLVANIA ^ 

PENFYLVANIA ^ 

PENNFILVANIA ^ 

PENNSILVANIA ^ s 

PENFILVANIA 

PENSYLVANIA ^ $ 


The two bills needed to complete the spellings are: 

PENSILVANIA 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


I see both spellings mentioned in your book, and would be happy to 
purchase them. It is a really great series. 


It looks like there is no relation between the spelling and the denomination. 
Am I correct in that, and in thinking that the spelling is related more to the 
date of issue, with the "S" spelling being used later in the series? 

Pardon the poor pictures. 


Yours| 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


Jules Reiver November 23, 1993 


Dear Jules: 

Thank you for your kind remarks about my COAC talk. I told 
you how much I enjoyed yours when I was there. 

Unfortunately you have started me on a new research project 
for Pennsylvania anti-alteration devices. I carefully worked out 
the four spellings previously. You are trying to add the lower 
case "s" as an "f". I did not realize there were several upper 
case printings including an upper case S. This might complicate 
the puzzle further. 

I am not accepting the "i" as it is a lower case "s", but you 
gave me a spelling lesson. 

So give me a little time to struggle. I'll find you some 
varieties you don't have. 

You may become a die variety m^yen in paper money as well as 
coins. 


fr best. 



Eric 


fewman 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 6310$ 


Jules Reiver February 11, 1994 



Dear Jules: 

In my last note to you I said I would get back to you on the 
spelling problem of Pennsylvania. 

You have raised a new problem for me. I find that the type 
used for spelling the name is in three categories: large and small 
case upright Roman; Italic; and Roman capitals. 

The long S which you describe as an F is in the first two 
groups, I now have to rework all of my listings to show the same 
spelling in different styles of type which makes many more 
permutations. I cannot figure out the code if there is one tied 
to the denomination or series. All I know is that nothing is 
uniform and altering notes must have been easy to spot by the 
authorities but not by the public, There were very few of the 
Pennsylvania altered. 

Do you have a new clue for me. 

My best to both of you. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 




Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Eric, 


Your letter of February 11, 1994, was received, and I agree with 
everything you say. 

It was never in my thoughts to collect the early Pennsylvania 
currency. Hearing your presentation at the ANS about the different 
spellings came as a complete (and welcome) surprise. When I returned 
home, my dozen and a half pieces of Pennsylvania currency were spread 
on the table, and I found six different spellings. Since then I have acquired 
a seventh, and am still looking for one with the spelling PENSILVANIA. I 
found it listed in your book, and hope to get one. 

My few pieces are divided by printing like this: 

Roman capitals - 3 

Roman upright - lower case - 9 

Italic - 7 


All of the notes have Pennsylvania start with a larger capital 
"P". 


All 7 of the Italic notes have the long high "s". 

All 3 of the Roman capitals have the short regular "s". 

All 9 of the Roman upright - lower case - have what seems to 
be a regular "f with the cross bar to the left only. 


It seems to me that there was no long high "s" in the Roman 
Capital type face, so the printer took a regular T' and broke off the right 



cross bar. The left cross bar is very short, and might have been broken 
somewhat. 


As I remember it, the long high "s" was limited to the interior 
of a word, with a regular "s" used for a first or last letter. Where the Roman 
lower case was used, the "f was the closest in appearance to the long 
high "s", but with the Roman capitals there was no letter even close, so 
they used the regular "s". 

In calling the spellings of Pennsylvania different, there is no 
doubt that the use of one "n" or two "n"s constitute two spellings. The 
same is true of the use of "y" or "i". The question which remains is 
whether to cal! the use of a slightly altered "f' in place of a long high "s" 
two different spellings. It really is a change in typography, not a spelling 
change. 


I don't know if this letter helps resolve anything. As far as my 
small sampling of Pennsylvania notes goes, it seems that the printers were 
consistent. However, using the slightly altered "f could be taken for a 
different spelling, even though we know the reasoning. 

My friend Paul Arthur, a dedicated coin collector and an 
expert on the printed word, shared his thoughts on this problem with me, 
and feels that I am probably wrong in calling the changed letter a different 
spelling. 

Let me know what you think. Iona and I send our regards to 
you and Evelyn. 


Yours, 


March 16, 1994 


Dear Eric, 

Before my last letter to you, I checked with my good friend and fellow coin 
collector Paul Arthur. He is a retired DuPont Chemist with many patents to 
his credit, and knows much about things. He sent the enclosed pages of 
the Dictionary written in 1755 by Samuel Johnson. 

My thoughts on the "f used instead of the "s" were entirely incorrect. The 
Dictionary shows this "f' or an "s" as used for the lower case of Roman 
letters. 

At the top of the second column, Johnson says "None of the small 
consonants have [has] a double form, except f, s; of which f is used in the 
beginning and middle, and s at th end." Assuming that this is correct 
(having been written when the bills were printed), the bills with s in the 
middle are incorrect, and a different variety. 

In the next paragraph, Johnson says "Vowels are five, a, e, i, o, u. Such is 
the number generally received; but for i it is the practice to write y at the 
end of words, as thy, holy"...and "in words derived from the greek". 
Therefore, "i" should have been used in the middle of Pennsylvania, unless 
it is derived from the Greek, in which case "y" should have been used. In 
either case, the same letter should have been used every time, so some of 
them are incorrect. 

I think that the use of two "n"s was intended, since the name Pennsylvania 
is derived from the Penn family. Therefore, those with one "n" would be 
incorrect, and again we would have two different varieties. 

As far as the difference between the "f" used for "s" in the Roman type or 
the long high "s" in the Italic type would really be the same, merely a 
different type style. 

I can remember studying about Samuel Johnson in school. We were 
taught that he was one of the the greatest organizers of the English 



language, even though his Dictionary was based on an earlier one by 
Nathaniel Bailey. 

Although Oliver Goldsmith, a popular British playwright and poet of the 
period, said of Johnson's manner of writing that he "made little fishes talk 
like whales", Johnson's judgement was highly respected. 

As I remember your excellent presentation at the ANS, changing the 
spelling of Pennsylvania was used as a counterfeit detector. Changing the 
"s" and the "y" were excellent. I think that everyone was not familiar with 
Johnson's Dictionary. The use of one N or two is slightly more obvious, 
but not outrageously so. 

Let me know if you agree with my arguments. I'm sending a copy of this to 

Dr. Paul Arthur 
11 Brandywine Boulevard 
Edgewood Hills 
Wilmington, DE 19809 

Paul and his sister Dorothy have excellent minds for this kind of problem, 
and I'm sure would like to add their comments. 


Yours, 
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Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 

Congratulations for the fine honors you received on Friday. 
Combined with the ANA honors, you really are Number 1 in the country. 

I apologize for my very weak talk. It didn't follow the notes at all. I 
have decided to give up talking. I don't know how you do it, but at 80 I just 
can't remember things any more. 

I did talk to John Kleeberg, telling him that he is very welcome to 
come to Wilmington and see Fred Borcherdt's coins. I suggested that he 
bring a set of the photos of the missing coins, and that we would be happy 
to compare them. John seemed to be satisfied. I hope it all works out. 

Eric, there is one little thing that you can do. A fellow in the state of 
Washington is writing a book on the Liberty Head Nickels. I think that he 
would like to talk to you about the 1913's. I don't think that he has much 
money, and it would be nice if you can call him. He works days, so I guess 
that evenings are best. 

His name is Carl C. Honore', and his phon^|||^^^m^BHta His 
address is P. O. Box 3058, Sequim, WA 98382. Hegotm^iam^fSm Dick 
Doty, and I am trying to help him. I'm sure that he will appreciate any help 
that you give him. 

Give our regards to Evelyn. She really looked good on Friday. 


Yours, 



1 


Jules Reiver 


November 4, 1996 



Dear Jules: 

Your kind words are most appreciated by both Evelyn and me. 
Thie gala was so pleasant and I hope ANS was boosted by it. You two 
were so nice to coime. 

Whenever I speak and am not satisfied with what I said, I 
console myself by saying that people don't listen too carefully 
and merely look at the intent. 

As to the Borcherdt matter I hope it works out that he has no 
Clapp pieces. 

As to Carl C. Honore and the nickels there is one book this 
year, by a California dealer and several supposedly in process. 
I feel hesitant to volunteer help unless he contacts me. He can 
write a letter as to what he may need and that cuts out telephone 
costs to him. Perhaps your help will pe enough to gruide him. 


Myythanks and regards, 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Jules Reiver 



August 2, 1999 


Dear Jules: 

How proud you must be to have refined to perfection 
of early U.S. Dollar varieties. Your book will be a 
Bo lender must be smiling to see what he started. 

I hope to see you in Chicago. 



the study 
standard. 


Eric P. Newman 
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